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faction to know that one of them was playing an important part
in the war. In fairness to York it must be admitted that he had
diligently applied himself to the business of a soldier; but he
was too young and not sufficiently strong in character to exert
his authority over hard-bitten senior officers; and the whole
campaign had suffered from the lack of a unified command. In
September Pitt could write to his brother Chatham:
The accounts from Flanders continue, as you see, very unfavourable;
and though the Duke of York's retreat was, I believe, perfectly
necessary, there is more and more reason to fear that his general
management is what the army has no confidence in, and while that
is the case there is little chance of setting things right.
York had been driven back behind the Meuse, and was separated
from his allies: the French forces were swarming over the
southern part of Holland. On October 3rd George wrote to his
son—he was, despite his brief association with the Prince of
Wales, a favourite son—a letter of encouragement:
I have not wrote [he said] since the reception of yours on having
been obliged to cross the Meuse, which though a very unpleasant
movement seems to have been necessary. If I would give vent to
my feelings on the supine conduct of the Dutch my pen would
never stop. . . . Keep up your spirits: remember that difficulties
are the time that show the energy of character and as the rest of
Europe seems blind to the evils that await the nnprosperous con-
clusions of this business, it is my duty and that of my country by
the greatest exertion to attempt to save Europe and society itself.
It came as a great blow to the King when Pitt wrote to say that
York must be recalled. George replied at once [November 24th]:
Mr Pitt cannot be surprised at my being very hurt at the contents of
his letter. Indeed he seems to expect it, but I am certain that nothing
but the thinking it his duty could have instigated him to give me so
severe a blow. I am neither in a situation of mind nor from in-
clination inclined to enter more minutely into every part of his
letter; but I am fully ready to answer the material part, namely,
that though loving very much my son, and not forgetting how he
saved the Republic of Holland in 1793, and that his endeavours to
be of service have never abated, and that to the conduct of Austria,
the faithlessness of Prussia, and the cowardice of the Dutch, every
failure is easily to be accounted for without laying blame on him
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